

APPROVED AS CORRECTED – ADJOURNMENT TIME CHANGED TO 9:07
GRAFTON TOWNSHIP REGULAR BOARD MEETING MINUTES
Grafton Township, McHenry County, Illinois
Grafton Township Office, 10109 Vine Street, Huntley, IL  60142

MONDAY, October 20, 2025

The Regular Township Board Meeting of the Grafton Township Board, McHenry County, Illinois was held on Monday, November 17, 2025, at the Grafton Township Board Room, 10109 Vine Street, Huntley, IL.

1. Call to Order -7:30

2. Roll Call– Board Present:  Supervisor Ruth; Trustee Cratty, Lawrence,  Oltman-Ayers and Sac, Road Commissioner Kearns, and Clerk Watson.  Assessor DeBaltz was absent.  

3. Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
	 
4. Approval of the Agenda
A motion was made by Trustee Cratty, 2nd by Trustee Oltman-Ayers to approve the Agenda as presented.  Roll call vote taken, all ayes noted, motion carried.

5. Regular Business
A. Approval of Minutes Township Regular Board Meeting, October 20, 2025
A motion was made by Supervisor Ruth , 2nd by Trustee Sac to approve the Minutes of the Township Board Meeting dated October 20, 2025 as corrected (correcting the time of Adjournment to 9:07).  Roll call vote taken:  Supervisor Ruth-aye, Trustee Sac-aye, Trustee Cratty-aye, Trustee Lawrence-aye, Trustee Oltman-Ayers-abstain.  Motion carried.

B.  Audit and payment of unpaid bills/Warrant check detail for Town Fund
A motion was made by Trustee Cratty, 2nd by Trustee Lawrence to approve the audit and payment of the unpaid bills/Warrant check detail for the Town Fund as presented. 
	
C.  Audit and payment of unpaid bills/Warrant check detail for Road District   
A motion was made by Supervisor  Ruth, 2nd by Trustee Lawrence to approve the Audit and payment of unpaid bills/Warrant check detail for the Road District with the addition of PO #14977, line item 6929, to Hamilton Ranches in the amount of Two Hundred Twenty-Nine and 50/100 dollars ($229.50).   Roll call vote taken, all ayes noted, motion carried.

6. Public Comment – None

7. Board Response to Public Comment – None


8.  Old Business - Discussion and possible action – Town Fund Levy 2026-2027
A discussion ensued regarding the 2026-2027 Town Fund Levy, including a general discussion regarding general assistance and trends in spending.  Supervisor Ruth asked to Determine a Flat Levy for the  2025-2026 Town Fund Levy.
A motion was made by Trustee Oltman-Ayers, 2nd by Trustee Lawrence to Determine a flat levy for the 2026-2027 Town Fund Levy (no increase).  Roll call vote taken, all ayes noted, motion carried.

9. New Business
A.  Discussion and possible action – Road and Bridge Fund Levy
Road Commissioner Kearns presented his Levy with a 4.99% (Increase) Levy for the 2026-2027 Road District for the following:
i.  Health insurance has increased ten percent (10%);
ii. Bridge Fund for the County (who usually pay) will stop contributions to his Road Fund; and 
iii. Wants to be pro-action not re-active to budget.

A discussion ensued with the Board members asking why Commissioner Kearns would Levy 4.99% 	(State Statute states that the Road Commissioner does not have to have a public hearing if he does not raise Levy by more than 5%)  and not go high enough to have a Black Box notice and a public hearing.  No Board action taken. 

Road Commissioner Kearns Determined his 2025-2026 Road District Levy at a 4.99% increase.


10. New Business – Discussion and possible action – Roof over gated area
Road Commissioner Kearns would like to put a roof over the gated areas for all Township owned vehicles.  A discussion ensued regarding the need for this, what part of the building would have the roof, and who would be paying for this expense.  A motion was made by Trustee Sac, 2nd by Trustee Cratty, to approve the addition of a new roof to house the vehicles.  Roll call vote taken: Trustee Sac: Aye; Trustee Cratty Aye; Supervisor Ruth  No; Trustee Lawrence No; Trustee Oltman-Ayers No.  Motion failed.

A motion was made by Supervisor Ruth, 2nd by Trustee Lawrence, to approve the process for architectural drawings and bidding with the Road District absorbing the costs.  Roll call vote taken, all ayes noted, motion carried.

11. Discussion and potential actions of items as discussed during Executive Session – None

12.  Committee and Officer Reports
SUPERVISOR REPORT - None
.

TRUSTEES: None

ASSESSOR- None

ROAD COMMISSIONER – None
 
CLERK – Sexual harassment training is needed by all elected officials by end of the year.  

13.  ADJOURMENT
Being no further business, a motion was made by Supervisor Ruth,  2nd by Trustee Cratty to adjourn the Regular Board Meeting.   Voice vote taken, all ayes notion, the Regular Board meeting adjourned 9:07.



Respectfully submitted,
Kathleen M. Watson, Grafton Township Clerk
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